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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

The Sigma Slant 

 Greetings Alumni!  Due to the hard work of the chapter’s 
active brothers, advisers, and Board of Trustees, the chapter finds 
itself in a great place overall.  This past spring semester the Sigmas 
boasted a 3.26 grade point average, ranking 3rd out of 10 fraterni-
ties on campus.  The brothers averaged 17 hours of community 
service this past spring and worked with the Hoboken Shade Tree 
Commission this September to re-mulch approximately 190 tree 
pits on Washington Street.  We also took a very active role in 
helping with the recovery efforts from Hurricane Sandy.  In addi-
tion, the chapter continues to have members involved in various 
engineering societies, academic honor societies, athletic teams, 
and other campus organizations.   

 At this past General Convention in Chicago, IL, which 
was attended by Joe Matarazzo (Σ1133), Chris Moyer (Σ1134), Ja-
son Benensky (Σ1141), and me (Σ1152), the chapter was awarded its 
6th Francis R. Sisson award, the second highest distinction given to 
chapters across the US and Canada.  The chapter was also presented 
with the Excellence in Risk Management, Leadership Development, 
and Campus Involvement awards.  The four of us that made the 15 
hour trip were able to also explore Chicago and enjoyed visiting a rooftop bar, seeing Navy Pier, and 
venturing out into the famed Wrigleyville section of the city.  At the convention I also had the honor of 
serving as the chapter’s delegate where I was given the opportunity to take part in the voting procedure 
to give Beta colonies their official charters and raise the chapter grade point average requirements. The 
largest takeaway pertaining to the Sigma chapter was the passing of legislation that requires chapters to 
meet their campus’s all-men’s grade point average, which passed by a very narrow margin.  The Sigma 
chapter has done this the passed few semesters, but consistently hovers around that mark.    
 Recently the chapter has done much to improve both the methods we use to govern ourselves 
and the infrastructure of the house at 812 Castle Point Terrace. The roof and room 9 underwent exten-

sive renovations this past summer, which cost around $26,000 in total. The chapter has done much work to improve its recruitment 
process in order to make it sustainable and consistent on an annual basis.  Our inaugural Emile R. Hill Dedicated Alumnus award 
was also presented to Al Balkeiwicz Σ982 this passed October. But above all, the chapter has focused on improving the parts that 
aren’t quantified by metrics and can only be known by those that experience them – the brotherhood and the brotherly acts that 
make the Sigma house special. 
 I hope that you enjoy the reading that was prepared and written by the hardworking men of the Sigma chapter.  If you are 
ever in the area, feel free to stop by.  We would love to have you stop in and share stories, experiences, and above all, brotherhood.   

 
Yours in _kai_,  
Ben Watkins  
Σ1152    
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At nine o’clock in the evening of the eighth day of the eighth month of the year 1839, eight earnest young men, all students at Miami  

University,  held the first regular meeting of Beta Theta Pi in the Hall of the Union Literary Society, an upper room in the old college  

building known as “Old Main” 

 -of ever honored memory- 

Our Chapter’s Current President, 
Ben Watkins 
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NEW HOUSE PROJECTS AND RENOVATIONS 
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The Sigma Chapter house has had a lot of work done to it so far this year. Over the summer, a new roof was 
installed by Thomas O'Connor Contracting who was referred through an active brother.  Room 9 and its 
respective bathroom have been gutted and completely renovated by Bowsher Construction.  
The brothers of the Sigma Chapter of Beta Theta Pi have taken a lot of pride in improving the chapter house 
themselves. These larger projects include, but have not been limited to the following: sanding, staining, and 
refinishing the 3rd floor stairs, installing new shelving for the supplies closet to better organize the space, 
painting the foyer closet and converting it into a coat closet, improving the kitchen by adding shelving for 
more storage and organization, and building a bench in the Baird room for improved seating and storage 
within. 

There are also many other small projects that individual brothers have been working on. A few of these in-
clude improving the speaker system in the blue room, refinishing the bar top in the basement, and building a 
new lofted bed and closet in room 1. 
The brothers that are not a part of the major house improvement 
projects are part of a weekly work assignment group. They handle 
the everyday chores to keep the house clean and organized. A new 
cleaning service has been hired to clean the common areas of the 
house two times each week.  Family members, friends, and alumni 
have commented on the improvements, the cleanliness, and the 
overall status of the house.  

The “Man-Points” competition is was a big hit last semester and 
has started again this fall. Numerous brothers have shown their 
dedication to the house by fixing it up and accumulating man 
points. The brothers who earn the most points by the end of the 
semester will be given first pick of a house work assignment the 
next semester along with another reward. Last semester the reward 
was small, and as the competition grows, so does my hopes of a 
larger reward. If any alumni or group or alumni would like to be 
part of a bi-yearly donation for this competition, please contact Joe 
Matarazzo at joematz13@gmail.com.  
The Sigma Chapter of Beta Theta Pi has always been proud of its 
house. The long history and tradition that our house carries has been instilled in every member, young and 
old, of this fine fraternity. The upkeep and maintenance of the house is a major concern for the brotherhood. 
The house is not only the face of our Chapter, but also our home away from home. With this in mind, every 
Beta’s goal for this semester has been to fix up our home for both the current brothers as well as the next 
generation of Betas to come. 

 
Yours in _kai_, 

Joe Matarazzo 
∑1133 

Basement renovations have been a major project 
over the last few semesters 
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PHILANTHROPY REPORT 

This year the brothers of the Sigma Chapter really pulled through with regard to philanthropy. At the beginning of 
the semester, we had brothers attend a walk in Staten Island for suicide prevention and awareness. The brothers 
who attended were so affected by the presentations at the walk, they came back to school with a new vigor to 
raise awareness any way they could. We help our pumpkin carving event yet again, but it was hindered by Hurri-
cane Sandy. Instead of taking a loss, the brothers of the Sigma Chapter turned the carving event into a pumpkin 
smashing event and ended up raising over $400 for the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention and Aware-
ness. In the future the Sigma Chapter will be holding an event called “Smash Suicide” where brothers raise mon-
ey and awareness by publically playing “Super Smash Brothers” and getting alumni, parents, friends, and others 
to sponsor them for every hour they play. We are very happy with the steps the Sigma Chapter has taken to fur-
thering our efforts for philanthropy. 

 
Yours in _kai_, 

James Holden 

Σ1164 
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RECRUITMENT UPDATE 

 This fall, the Sigma chapter kicked off their rush on September 19th with a greek-wide super smoker event. 
Following the super smoker the Sigma chapter hosted its annual Slip-n-slide where we had a great turnout from 
interested Freshmen. To show our support for one of our recent alumni the Sigma chapter hosted weekly Survivor 
viewing events where rushes were able to witness what brotherhood means to our chapter. We also demonstrated 
our school spirit by hosting a tailgate prior to a Women’s Volleyball game.  
 With the help of the Sigma chapter’s new Leadership Consultant, Paul Winterbotham, we were able to ex-
ercise new rush tactics into our recruitment process. This heightened our brotherhood's dedication to the rush pro-
cess, and allowed to to communicate with rushes more effectively. The Sigma chapter will use Paul’s expertise in 
the recruitment process to continue this trend as the recruitment period continues.   

Yours in _kai_, 
Nicholas Fanelli 
Σ1167 
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 The 2012 Beta Dragons came into the fall football season motivated and with high hopes. With a core of returning start-
ers, coupled with the promise of plenty of young  talent, the year looked promising. The team started off the first two games 
of the regular season sporting a ferocious defense leading to back to back shutouts, 42 and 46 to 0. In Beta's third game the team 
faced their first true challenge and lost to Delta Tau Delta. A bit somber and remorse, our team walked out of that game with our 
tail between our legs. With our backs against the wall, it was time to see what this team was really made of. In order to get to the 
dance, we would have to go through 2011 Greek League Champs Sigma Phi Epsilon. With a fir burning deep in our bellies, we 
navigated our way to the gutsiest win our team had seen all year. Securing a spot in the playoff's we drew Delta, our only loss on 
the season, in the first round. It would take another impressive performance to pull this game out. With an iron fist we forced our 
way to a 42-24 win to make our way to the 'ship. Once again matched up against the reigning football champs, we were ready to 
rumble. After the dust settled and blood and sweat had settled in the turf, We found ourselves on the wrong side of a 6 point defi-
cit. Although we weren't able to complete our quest to the promised land this year we will be back again next year with our hearts 
in our hands ready to do battle once again. 

 
Yours in _kai_, 
Ryan Neugebauer 

Σ1160 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR ALUMNI 

 The Sigma chapter had many successful events to promote active and alumni relations over the last semester, and more 
are planned for the coming semester. One coming event is the Actives vs. Alumni football game on December 8th. This should 
prove to be a good match up with the actives team coming off a loss in the Greek League finals. One special event that was start-
ed this year was the Emile R. Hill Alumni Award. The inaugural recipient was Al Balkiewicz, who received the award at a recep-
tion attended by family of actives and alumni alike. The purpose of this award is to honor an alumnus every year who has contrib-
uted greatly to the chapter, making it a better place. The chapter plans to present this award every fall to a worthy alumnus who 
has positively impacted the chapter.  
 I would like to take a minute to talk a bit about the NYCAA. This is alumni association for New York City and the sur-
rounding areas, which is sanctioned by the General Fraternity. This organization was formed last year by multiple alumni who 
currently live and work in New York City. The president is Kal Pipo (Case Western Reserve ’86) who, along with other mem-
bers, has taken a great interest in both our beloved Sigma chapter as well as the Alpha Alpha chapter at Columbia. Currently. As 
Brother Pipo is on assignment in Saudi Arabia, Gordy Abel (Minnesota ’97) has taken over his duties until he returns. The actives 
plan to host events with the NYCAA during the spring semester. These events are still in the planning phases, and when more 
information is available we will make sure to distribute it. I have left the link below to join the meetup.com group for the 
NYCAA, please feel free to join us for the next meeting if you are in the area. 
http://www.meetup.com/Beta-Theta-Pi-New-York-City-Alumni/ 

 
Yours in  _kai_, 
Christopher Moyer 
Σ1134 
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Your business tag line here 

Help us make this YOUR Slant…. 

In an effort to increase the quality of this publi-
cation every semester, we invite you, the Alum-
ni, to contribute in any way that you see fit.  
 
We are looking for any personal updates, essays  
recalling Beta memories, or anything of note 
that you like us to share. Of course, any com-
ments or suggestions are always welcome. 
 
Any of this information can be sent to the 
Chapter House or to our Alumni Chair 
 
Thank you! 
 
 

The Sigma Chapter of Beta Theta Pi 
 
812 Castle Point Terrace 
 
Hoboken NJ, 07030 
 
 
Visit our website at: 
www. sigmabetathetapi.org 

 
Join the Sigma Chapter Alumni Email List at: 
 SigmaAlumni-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

If you would like to make a donation, you may 
donate online at our website or make checks paya-
ble to Sigma Chapter House Association. 
 
Please mail donations to: 
 
Sigma Chapter House Association 

c/o Emile Hill 

591 Campbell Rd. 

York, PA, 17402 

 
Any help is always greatly appreciated. 
 
Thank You! 


