
 

Slant Articles 
 
President Report: - tom 

The 2016 Executive Board has come together to develop some broad reaching goals for the coming year. 
Part of our new transition process is to develop 3 goals, with your predecessor and respective advisor, for 
the year to come. As an executive board we want to build upon our current image on campus. We also are 
striving to improve the current condition of our chapter house. Lastly, the executive board is working towards 
erasing the stigma of laziness that can plague some chapters. 

The Sigma Chapter has also worked to expand its Advisor team. We have plenty of new advisors including a 
new District Chief, Martin Lewison. In addition, Charlie Ruff has come on as our new Leadership Consultant. 
We also have multiple Sigma alumni that have gladly agreed to join our expanding advisor team. Kyle 
Brisson is our new recruitment advisor and Joe Mattarazo is our new house advisor. Our chapter is 
extremely excited to have so many alumni involved and helping our undergraduates better our chapter. 

Pledge Report - joey 
 
This April, the Sigma chapter admitted 14 new brothers to the roll of Beta Theta Pi. These young men 
proved themselves as valuable additions to this association through their excellence throughout the pledging 
process. They are involved in extracurricular programs and activities including wrestling, fencing and 
hockey, as well academic groups such as the investment club and on-campus leadership activities as 
Orientation Leaders. In roll number order from lowest to highest, the new initiates are: Stephen Friedman, 
Zach Kovacs, Lukas Szpindor, Andrew MacInnes, Jason Aktas, Jared Davis, Steve Papis, Brian Sullivan, 
John Geldart, Mike Ruotolo, Mike Glasser, Evan Senkewicz, Marco Gancitano, and Kevin Zarzana. 
 
After the initiation of the newest pledge class, the chapter will direct its focus toward the next recruitment 
period. In the fall, two brothers will be orientation leaders and continue their involvement in numerous sports 
teams and clubs. With the goal to recruit another 15 worthy gentlemen next spring, the Sigma chapter truly 
has their work cut out for them. However, with the help of the chapter’s new Recruitment Advisor (Kyle 
Brisson), the new Leadership Consultant (Charlie Ruff), and the addition of a new class of brothers, we 
expect to rush a large group of fine gentlemen. 
 
Philanthropy - javi 
 
This semester, the brothers held multiple philanthropy events. We had a lot of fun with the Cards for Troops 
event with the sisters of the Phi Sigma Sigma sorority. Participants created handmade cards to send to the 
troops with fun personalized messages in each one. Cuts for Kids was a huge success this year, raising 
over $500. Brothers and pledges donated their heads for the highest bidder to cut however they wanted. 
The brothers also hosted a donor drive for deletebloodcancer.org, registering over 50 people for the national 
bone marrow donor registry. Looking ahead to next semester, possible events consist of "Beta Theta Pi a 
Brother in the Face" and the "Vermonster Challenge" with Ben and Jerry's.  
 
Pledge class - lukas 
 

Pledging…an experience thought of by many as torturous, degrading, dangerous, and never ending. 
However, we here at Beta Theta Pi cannot disprove this idea fast enough. Throughout our time as pledges, 
we have grown not only stronger in friendship but also as men of principle in our community, and it was 
done without any need to be hazed or tortured. We learned how to work together as a team in order to bring 

http://deletebloodcancer.org/


 

improvement to our house and our community. The house looks nicely renovated, with many new features 
that help bring out the Beta pride and history of our home. We were able to raise over $250 to charities that 
help kids with leukemia and to the Jubilee association. But there is something more that we all got out of 
pledging, and that’s the wisdom and friendship of all of the brothers in the house. Never would we have 
imagined making such close friends in little time span that we had. They helped us prosper in our classes 
and gave us advice when we most needed it. Being apart of this process is something that none of us will 
ever forget, and we all regret that it is over. Hopefully in the years to come we can give others the same 
great experience we all had. 
 
 
ifc/ugc/vp - mark 
 
This past semester has been a great couple of months for the Sigma Chapter. The various position chairs, 
with the help of the rest of the brotherhood, have held many successful events and house projects. A young 
executive board has been running chapter operations very smoothly and we have just welcomed a large 
new class of brothers that show great potential.  

Our most successful and productive event held this semester was the Brother/Pledge camping retreat held 
in early March at the home of one our brothers. This event had been discussed in years past, but this year it 
finally came together. The purpose of the camping retreat was originally to serve as a fun get-away for 
brothers and pledges to take a break from their busy schedules and spend time together without other 
distractions. This trip was an extremely successful bonding experience, especially for the pledges who were 
newcomers to the house. It also facilitated several productive discussions about ways to improve the house. 
Position chairs, brothers, and even pledges were able to get together to speak freely about many different 
topics. We came back from the retreat as a much stronger brotherhood, refreshed and ready to make 
improvements throughout the coming semester.  

This was the first time we were able to try this kind of brotherhood camping retreat and it lived up to all of our 
expectations. It is our sincere hope that this becomes a Sigma tradition that will continue in the coming 
years.  

tech/website - henry 
 
    These past two semesters as tech chair have gone extremely well. Over the course of the year I worked 
very hard to improve the overall technology systems in the house.  
    In the basement and the ‘blue room’ I revamped both sound systems entirely. In the blue room, I 
purchased a 5.1 surround sound system to go with our projector, and for the basement a new 500W 
subwoofer. Needless to say, the music is sounding much sweeter at the Sigma chapter!  
    Online, I completely redid our chapter website using a much more user friendly cloud based editing 
system. I transferred over all our old info in addition to updating the brothers list. There's also now a 
password protected brothers section where we can either submit work orders to our house manager or 
submit reimbursement requests to our treasurer. Utilization of these features I believe will drastically improve 
the overall workflow of these positions as well as streamline the entire communication process. In addition to 
the website, I also transferred all the old information we had stored on our house server to a cloud based 
storage system. This makes access much faster and more universal for brothers all the while maintaining its 
security.  
    Lastly, I set up an emergency communications channel with strict protocol for its use. I figured this would 
be a great tool for our chapter to make sure we can quickly and effectively communicate in the event of an 
emergency. Things happen in life, and I've found it's almost always always better to take a proactive 



 

approach to adversity rather than a reactive one. Luckily we haven't had to use it yet but if/when the time 
comes, we’ll be prepared.  
 
Yours in _kai_,  
Henry Thomas 
Σ1198 
 
Consoli Comments: 
 
Some initial comments or things to keep in mind. These are just ideas, take: 

●  For some of these reports I would just try to keep it a bit more simple. Instead of a report on the 
position chair, make it about a specific project or a goal. It would be nice to have a article about the 
new and improved website but I dont think ritual needs anything. An article and photos about house 
upgrades and work would be good. 

● If we can get it out in time, lets push this 6/4 alumni barbecue 
● Previous Slants included alumni news. If you want maybe email the alumni to see if they have any 

life events to add to the publication. Some items I can add - James Roarty got married. Ernie 
Guaimano got engaged.  

 


